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DAY 1
Animals

Lesson Objectives
Core Content Objectives
Students will:
Identify at least ten animals by name
State that humans are animals
Identify three body parts that belong to animals that are not human
(e.g., beak, trunk, claw, etc.)
Identify three body parts that humans and some animals have in
common (e.g., eyes, ears, legs, hands, etc.)

Language Arts Objectives
Starting the Day
Students will:
Recognize and call classmates and teacher by name (SL.P.1c)
Perform activities requiring small muscle control (L.P.1a)
Associate spoken and written language by matching written-word
labels with spoken words, such as the students’ names (RF.P.1b)
Recognize the written form of one’s first name (RF.P.1d, RF.P.3b)
Recognize the initial letter of one’s first name (RF.P.1d)
Identify at least ten letters of the alphabet by name, especially those in
child’s first name (RF.P.1d)
Hold a writing instrument correctly between the thumb and index
finger, resting against the middle finger (L.P.1a)
Use a combination of letters, partial letters, lines, and/or shapes to
represent a word or words (L.P.2b)
Write one’s first name, using upper- and lowercase letters appropriately
(L.P.1a, L.P.2a)
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Write the first letter of one’s first name using a capital letter (L.P.2a)
Memorize and recite with others the nursery rhyme “An Old Person of
Ware” (RF.P.2a, RL.P.5)
Using “An Old Person of Ware,” finish a recitation with the correct
rhyming word (RF.P.2a, RL.P.10)

Skills
Students will:
Wait turn to speak in a group (SL.P.1a)
Segment a spoken word into separate, distinct syllables (RF.P.2a)
Blend spoken parts of a compound word, saying the whole word
(RF.P.2a)
Using “Down by the Bay,” finish a recitation with the correct rhyming
word (RF.P.2a, RL.P.10)
Given a word, provide a rhyming word (RF.P.2b)
Using “Down by the Bay,” indicate several possible rhyming words,
other than those included in the actual rhyme, to finish the recitation
(RF.P.2a, RL.P.10)

Listening & Learning
Students will:
With prompting and support, actively engage in group reading activities
with purpose and understanding (RI.P.10)
With prompting and support, ask and answer who, what, where, when,
and why questions about “Humans are Animals” and other animals
trade books (RI.P.1, SL.P.2, SL.P.3)
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
unknown words in “Humans are Animals” (RI.P.4)
With prompting and support, use words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading, and responding to “Humans are Animals”
(L.P.6)
With prompting and support, retell important facts and information
from “Humans are Animals” (RI.P.2)
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Understand and use increasingly precise verbs related to eating,
movement, and the five senses (L.P.5d)
Understand and use precise nouns and verbs related to the human
body and animals (L.P.1b)
Point to the front cover, title, and back cover of a book (RI.P.5, RF.P.1a)
Hold a book correctly, turning the pages, while pretend-reading (RF.P.4)
Use cover and illustration cues to locate those books that pertain to
the topic of animals or might answer a question about animals (W.P.8)

Core Vocabulary
animals, n. Living things that move, grow, and take in food and water
Example: Dogs are my favorite animals because they are so friendly
and cuddly.
Variation(s): animal
beak, n. A bird’s hard, pointed mouth used for eating, pecking, and
carrying things
Example: The bird opened its beak to grab a tasty worm.
Variation(s): beaks
furry, adj. Covered in hair or fur
Example: My cat has whiskers and a furry tail.
Variation(s): furrier, furriest
sharp, adj. Pointed
Example: The bird has as sharp beak so it can break open hard nuts.
Variation(s): sharper, sharpest
sniff, v. To smell by taking short breaths into your nose
Example: I used my nose to sniff the flower; it smelled wonderful!
Variation(s): sniffs, sniffing, sniffed
trunk, n. Body part on an elephant’s head that is used to pick up
things and spray water
Example: An elephant uses its trunk to spray water on its body to stay
cool.
Variation(s): trunks
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At a Glance

Exercise

Materials

Minutes

Continue Established
Routines

Image Card 1-1; copier;
laminator or page protectors;
red and black markers; dryerase markers; basket or box;
hook-and-loop dots (optional)

STARTING THE DAY
Routines

Taking Attendance:
Copying Your Name

Nursery Rhyme

An Old Person of Ware

During
morning
circle

Nursery Rhymes and Songs
Poster 3

SKILLS
Warm-Ups

Small Group 1

Duck, Duck, Goose
Warm-Ups

Small Group 2

Silly Rhyming Senteces

Transition Cards: Animals

10

Ball or stuffed animal

10

LISTENING & LEARNING
Introducing the Read-Aloud

What Do We Already
Know?

5

Purpose for Listening

Presenting the Read-Aloud
Discussing the Read-Aloud
Extension Activity

Humans Are Animals

10

What’s the Big Idea?

10

Animal Library

Ten to twenty books about
animals; ten to twenty books
on other subjects; book display
stand or bookshelf

During
learning
centers

Take-Home Material
Animals Family Letter 1
Give students the following material to take home to their family:
Activity Page 1-1: Animals Family Letter 1

Advance Preparation
Routines
Create a Sign-In Card for each student by photocopying Image
Card 1-1: Sign-In Card Template. These Sign-In Cards will be used for
students to copy their names with a dry-erase marker as they sign in to
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the classroom each day. Write each student’s name on the line, being
sure to use a red marker for the first capital letter and a black marker for
the remaining lowercase letters. Cover each student’s Sign-In Card with
laminate or a page protector so that it can be reused. Place the Sign-In
Cards in a pocket chart or affix them to the wall with hook-and-loop tape
so that they are easy for students to locate. Vary the location of students’
names each day so that they are identifying their names—not their
location on the chart/wall. Locate the Sign-In Cards near an appropriately
sized table and chair so that students can sit to sign in each day.

Small Groups
Make a copy of Small Group 1 and Small Group 2 pages from the
Teacher Guide as needed so that each Small Group leader has a copy of
the lesson for implementation.

Listening & Learning
Practice delivering the read-aloud text while looking at the Flip Book,
making notes as to how you plan to make the read-aloud interactive for
your students. Add any additional notes in the boxes provided.

Extension Activity
Set up the Library Center to include books about animals and books
about other topics. Be sure that the covers of the books feature pictures
that are related to their contents. For each participating child, include one
or two books of each type. That is, if you conduct the Extension Activity
with four children, include four to eight books of each type for a total of
eight to sixteen books.
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Starting the Day
Routines

Nursery Rhyme

Exercise

Materials

Continue Established
Routines

Image Card 1-1; copier;
laminator or page protectors;
red and black markers; dryerase markers; basket or box;
hook-and-loop dots (optional)

Taking Attendance:
Copying Your Name
An Old Person of Ware

Minutes
During
morning
circle

Nursery Rhymes and Songs
Poster 3

Routines
Continue Established Routines
Continue conducting the daily routines introduced during the All About
Me and Families and Communities domains. These include:
• Daily schedule
• Learning Center labels and sign-in
• Materials labels
• Classroom jobs

Taking Attendance: Copying Your Name
Note: Continue using these steps to take attendance every morning
until the next domain (Plants), when the attendance routine will be
modified.
Students will practice writing their names to sign in at the beginning of
the day by copying the letters of their name when given a model.
• Prepare Sign-In Cards for students to use each morning (see
Advance Preparation).
• As students arrive at school, help them find their Sign-In Cards, a dryerase marker, and a seat where they can copy their name.

Teaching Tip

It is very important to review
the names of the letters in each
student’s name every day. In the
next domain, students will be
expected to say the names of the
letters themselves as they copy their
names.

• Explain to students that you want them to write their names, making
sure to write each letter. Say the name of each letter as you point to
them from left to right.
• Tell each student to begin copying his/her name, starting with the first
letter.
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• For students who are unable to copy all letters accurately, focus
on helping them correctly copy the first letter of their names. For
subsequent letters, expect students to make an attempt to write each
individual letter. By the end of this domain, you should be able to
distinguish an individual mark for each letter in the students’ names,
with the majority of letters being clearly recognizable.
• Once students have copied their names, have students place their
Sign-In Cards in the container you have labeled with the ‘At School’
picture.
• During morning circle, review who is present by counting the number
of cards in the ‘At School’ container. Comment on how students wrote
their names themselves, taking the time to name the first letter of each
student’s name. Then review who is absent by counting the absent
students’ Sign-In Cards and placing them in the ‘At Home’ container.

Nursery Rhyme
An Old Person of Ware
Teaching Tip

The echo technique is a way of
teaching students the words of a
nursery rhyme by reading each line
and having students repeat after
you. Every time you introduce a
new nursery rhyme, use the echo
technique to teach students the
words to the song.

Teach students the song “An Old Person of Ware” using the echo
technique. Introduce the song by showing Nursery Rhymes and Songs
Poster 3: An Old Person of Ware. Then, have students repeat the words
after you as you pause at natural stopping points. Finally, invite students
to join in singing the entire song.
• Show Nursery Rhymes and Songs Poster 3: An Old Person of Ware
• Explain that Ware is the name of a place where the old person in this
nursery rhyme lives.
“Today we are going to learn the song ‘An Old Person of Ware’.
Ware is the name of a place where this old man lives [point to man
on bear in poster’s illustration].”
• Point out that some of the words in the song are rhyming words.
“Today we are going to learn the song ‘An Old Person of Ware.’
Some of the words rhyme; that means they sound the same at the
end of the word. When words in a song rhyme, it makes it easier to
remember. While I sing the song, listen for the words that sound the
same, or rhyme.”
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• Sing the nursery rhyme, sliding your finger under each word as you
sing.
“Now, I’m going to help you learn ‘An Old Person of Ware.’ I am
going to say a part and then I will stop and give you a chance to
echo the words. That means you will say the exact words that I said.
When it is your turn to talk, I will point to you. We will keep doing this
for each part of the nursery rhyme.”
• Teach students the nursery rhyme in parts using the echo technique.
“I say, ‘There was an old person of Ware.’“
• Point to students.
“You say…”
• Have students echo you when you point to them.
“Now let’s sing ‘An Old Person of Ware’ together. Remember, some
of the words rhyme, which makes it easier to remember.”
• Students may not have memorized the rhyme yet. Encourage students
to join in for parts they remember.

Teaching Tip

Invite students to make up other
silly rhyming words like moppsikon
and floppsikon (e.g., toppsikon,
woppsikon, etc.).

• As you recite the rhyme, ask students to identify the rhyming words.
“ ‘…back of a bear.’ What word did I just say that rhymes with Ware?
Bear rhymes with Ware; they sound the same at the end: Ware, bear.
Let’s see if we hear any other rhyming words in our song.”
• Continue identifying rhyming words including trot and not, and
moppsikon and floppsikon.
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Skills
Small Group 1
Small Group 2

Exercise
Warm-Ups
Duck, Duck, Goose
Warm-Ups
Silly Rhyming Senteces

Materials

Minutes

Transition Cards: Animals

10

Ball or stuffed animal

10

Note: At the end of ten minutes, students should switch groups so
they have the opportunity to participate in both Small Group activities.
Use Transition Cards to move students between Small Groups.

Small Group 1

10 minutes
Warm-Ups
Clapping Animal Names
Students will clap the syllables in the names of the animals shown on the
Transition Cards: Animals.
• Show students a card from the set Transition Cards: Animals.
• Label the animals one by one for students, so they can begin to
become familiar with the animals shown on the cards.
Note: Though it is also shown on the card, there is no need to
discuss the group to which the animals belong (e.g., mammal), as
this information will be taught later in the domain during Listening &
Learning instruction. Rather, the focus should be on students clapping
the syllables in the animals’ names.
• Say the animal’s name aloud for students, then have students say the
name of the animal, and finally have students clap the syllables in its
name. Encourage students to use robot talk to say the name of the
animal as they clap the syllables, segmenting each part.
• If students are ready, ask them to count how many syllables they
clapped.

46

Animals 1 | Skills
© 2013 Core Knowledge Foundation

Duck, Duck, Goose
Students will play a game like “Duck, Duck, Goose” where they say
words syllable by syllable, then finally blend them.
• Have students sit in a circle.
• Tell students they are going to play a game similar to “Duck, Duck,
Goose.” (If students are not already familiar with this game, you will
need to provide additional explanation and demonstration beyond the
directions provided below.)
• Tell students you are going to select a student to be “it” and will then
say a segmented, two-part word that “it” must repeat, part by part
as he moves around the circle. Demonstrate by clearly saying “sun”
… “shine,” pausing between each part. Ask the person who is “it” to
clearly repeat each part.
• Now, instead of saying, “duck, duck, duck, duck” as he moves around
the circle, “it” should distinctly say each word part and walk around the
circle, simultaneously tapping the head of a classmate as he says each
part [e.g., “sun (tap), shine (tap), sun (tap), shine (tap),” and so on].
• Once “it” decides which student he wants to chase him around the
circle, instead of saying “goose,” “it” should tap the head of a single
classmate and quickly say the blended word, without pausing between
word parts [e.g., “sunshine (tap and run)”]. The rest of the rules are the
same as those for “Duck, Duck, Goose.”
• Demonstrate for students if necessary.
• Words to use in play:
• sunshine
• dollhouse
• doorbell
• bedtime
• playground
• sandbox
• backpack
• meatball
• moonlight
• pancake
• sailboat
• wheelchair
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Small Group 2

10 minutes
Warm-Ups
Rhyme

Teaching Tip

Allow students to continue to give
“silly rhymes” such as lake/pake
or pet/zet. It is not important for
them to focus on saying “real words.”
Instead, it is important to focus on
saying a word that rhymes with the
stem word.

Teaching Tip

If students cannot come up with
rhyming words on their own, give
them a hint by providing the initial
sound and letting students finish the
word with the ending.
T: What words rhyme with cat? Rrrr...
S: at. rat!
T: Mmmm
S: at. mat!

• Have students stand in a circle.
• Explain that you will say a rhyming word and pass the ball/stuffed
animal to a student. The student should say a word that rhymes with
your word and then pass the ball back to you.
• Say a one-syllable word, then pass the ball/stuffed animal to a student.
• When the student passes the object back to you, you could either keep
or change the rhyme family.
• If students are ready, have them pass the object to another student,
rather than back to you.
• If appropriate, have students transition to a table after giving their
rhyming response.
cat
bat
rat
hat
mat
sat

tree
knee
bee
pea
see
key

rock
clock
sock
block
lock
knock

lamb
clam
ham
jam
ram
Sam

fan
can
ran
man
tan
ban

pin
win
grin
shin
skin

Silly Rhyming Sentences
Students will use rhyming words to complete silly sentences about
animals while singing the song “Down by the Bay.”
• Tell students that you are going to sing a song and make up silly
rhyming sentences.
• Introduce the rhyme by singing the following lyrics to the tune of
“Down by the Bay”:
Down by the bay
Where the watermelons grow
Back to my home
I dare not go.
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For if I do,
my mother will say,
“Did you ever see a cat
hugging a bat?”
Down by the bay.
• Explain that you are going to sing the song again, and you want
students to fill in the last part of the rhyme.
• Some of the suggested rhymes include:
• whale kissing a snail
• duck driving a truck
• ant climbing a plant
• mouse building a house
• fish swimming in a dish
• bee buzzing in a tree
• moose walking a goose
• shark swimming in the dark
• frog sitting on a log
• cat napping on a mat
• pig wearing a wig
• If students are ready, have them suggest an animal and make up their
own verses to the song.
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Listening & Learning

Exercise

Introducing the Read-Aloud

What Do We Already
Know?

Materials

Minutes
5

Purpose for Listening

Presenting the Read-Aloud
Discussing the Read-Aloud
Extension Activity

Humans Are Animals

10

What’s the Big Idea?

10

Animal Library

Ten to twenty books about
animals; ten to twenty books
on other subjects; book display
stand or bookshelf

Introducing the Read-Aloud

During
learning
centers

5 minutes

What Do We Already Know?
• Remind students that—at the beginning of the year—you talked about
all the ways that they are special and unique.
“Remember, we have learned all about what makes each of us
different and special. Some of us have brown hair and some have
red hair. Some people in this class have blue eyes and some have
brown eyes. We have different names. We are all different and
unique. What are some other things that make us special?”
• Call on a few students to respond.
SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-1: Families around the world

• Talk about what makes the people in the pictures the same and what
makes them special and unique.
“The people on this page are the same in some ways and different
in some ways. All of these people are human beings. They all have
eyes, noses, and mouths. They are also all different. What makes
these people different?”
• Call on a few students to respond.

Purpose for Listening
• Tell students that today they are going to learn about other animals. Tell
students to listen to find out how human beings are the same in some
ways and different in some ways from other animals.
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“Today we are going to talk all about animals. Did you know that
human beings are the same as other animals in a lot of ways? Did
you know that human beings are also very different from other
animals? Listen and look at the pictures to find out what makes
humans and other animals the same as each other and different from
each other.”
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PRESENTING THE READ-ALOUD

Humans Are Animals

10 MINUTES

1

Note: Suggested language is provided for the entire read-aloud
“Humans are Animals.” After the first two read-alouds in the Animals
domain, space is provided for you to plan how to make the read-aloud
interactive, combining your own strategies with those demonstrated
here.
SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-1: Families around the world

Humans are people like you and like me
But no two are the same, as you can all see.
All humans have bodies, from head down to toe
But each one looks different—isn’t that so?

• Have students point to their own body parts as you point to body parts in the Flip Book.
“We have learned that humans have many body parts that make them special. This girl has
two eyes. Can you point to your eyes? This family has dark, black hair. Can you show me your
hair?”
• Call on a few students to respond.
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SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-2: King penguins, chameleon, bottle-nose dolphin,

chimpanzee, elephant, monarch butterfly

Animals come in all colors, sizes and shapes.
Some have big ears and brown hair, like this ape.
Some have a tail or wings they can flap,
And some float in water when taking a nap.
Animals look different from you and from me,
But we are all animals as you shall soon see.

• Point to the penguins in the picture.
“These animals are called penguins. They are black and white and have special wings that they
use as flippers on the sides of their bodies. Penguins use their flippers to swim. What do you have
instead of flippers on your body?”
• Call on a few students to respond. (arms, legs)
• Point to the dolphin and tell students that dolphins take naps by floating at the top of the
ocean.
“This is a dolphin. Dolphins live in water and when they take a nap, they float in the water. Where
do you take a nap? Would you like to float in the water while taking a nap?”
• Call on a few students to respond.
• Point to and name the other animals on the page (chameleon, chimpanzee, elephant, and
butterfly).
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SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-3: Dog and girl with braids

You are an animal. This dog is too.
Yes, you are an animal—
But you don’t have a furry body like some animals do.

• Point to the dog in this picture.
“Dogs have fur all over their bodies to keep them warm and to protect them. Humans have hair,
too, but it’s mostly on their heads, not over their whole bodies. Can you show me the hair on your
head?”
• Call on a few students to respond.

SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-4: Bengal owl and girl with green eyes

You are an animal. This owl is too.
Yes, you are an animal—
But you don’t have orange eyes like some animals do.

• Point to the owl in this picture.
“This owl has really big eyes that helps it to see at night. We also have eyes that we use to see, but
our eyes aren’t orange. Turn to a friend and see what color their eyes are.”
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SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-5: Elephant and boy touching nose

You are an animal. This elephant is too.
Yes, you are an animal—
But you don’t have a long trunk like some animals do.

• Point to the elephant in this picture.
“This elephant has a really long trunk instead of a nose. Its trunk moves from side to side as it
walks. Humans don’t have long trunks—they have short noses. Can you pretend that you are an
elephant with a long trunk? Wave your elephant trunk in the air.”

SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-6: Tropical rainbow oucan and boy with mouth open

You are an animal. This bird is too.
Yes, you are an animal—
But you don’t have a pointy beak like some animals do.

• Point to the bird in this picture.
“This bird has a long pointed beak, but you have lips. Feel your lips. Are they soft, or hard like a
beak?”
• Call on a few students to respond.
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SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-7: Boy with hands up and rabbit

You are an animal. This rabbit is too.
Yes, you are an animal—
But you don’t have long ears like some animals do.

• Point to the rabbit in this picture.
“A rabbit has big, long ears. It uses its long ears to hear things. You don’t have long ears, but you
do have ears that you use to hear. Where are your ears? Are they on top of your head, or on the
side of your head?”
• Call on a few students to respond.
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SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-8: Girl, cat, dog, and gerbil

Wait just a minute. Let’s play another game.
Instead of how animals are different, how are animals the same?
Use your eyes to look at each animal’s face—
Our sense of sight lets us look all over the place.
Cats and puppies, gerbils too,
Use two eyes to see, just like you.

• Point to the girl in this picture.
“The girl in this picture has two eyes. How many eyes does this cat have? How many eyes does
this puppy have? How many eyes does this gerbil have? All of these animals have two eyes. This
little girl is an animal, too. She is a special kind of animal called a human being.”

SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-9: Piglets and child smelling flower

Pigs use their noses to sniff and to smell.
Humans use their noses to smell as well.

• Point to the pigs sniffing the mud in this picture.
“This picture shows a few pigs sniffing around in the mud. They are using their noses to smell and
find food.”
• Point to the child smelling flower in this picture.
“This picture shows a child smelling a flower. We use our noses to smell all kinds of things. Can
you show me how you would sniff a flower? See, humans are animals with noses, just like pigs.”
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SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-10: Sand tiger shark and girl biting apple

Sharks have sharp teeth to chomp and to chew.
Humans use teeth to eat their food, too.

• Point to the shark swimming in this picture.
“Sharks have big, pointed teeth that help them bite their food.”
• Point to the girl eating the apple in this picture.
“Humans have sharp teeth, too. This girl is using her teeth to eat an apple. We use our teeth to
chew many things. Sharks and humans are both animals who use their teeth to chew.”

SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-11: Koala and boy in tree

Arms help koalas and humans climb trees—
With strong hands and arms, they hang from branches with ease.

• Point to the koala in this picture.
“This is a picture of a koala. Koalas have strong arms that help them hold onto branches when
they climb trees. Humans can also use their arms to climb trees. Have you ever climbed a tree?
Did you use your arms to help you hoist yourself up into the branches?”
• Call on a few students to respond.
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SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-12: Girl and chimp with ball

Your hands and fingers help you pick up a ball.
Chimpanzees have hands too, and ten fingers in all.

• Point to the girl holding the ball in this picture.
“This girl is using her hands and fingers to hold this soccer ball.”
• Point to the chimpanzee holding the ball in this picture.
“This chimpanzee is also holding a ball. It uses its hands and fingers to hold things just like humans
do. Chimpanzees are animals who have hands with ten fingers, just like humans.”

SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-13: Pink flamingos and boy running

Flamingos’ two legs are narrow and long.
They use them to wade in wet lakes and ponds.
You have two legs that move and that bend—
And just like flamingos, you have feet on the ends.

• Point to the flamingos in this picture.
“Flamingos have long, skinny legs to stand on. You stand on your legs, too. How many legs do
humans have? Flamingos and humans are both animals with two legs.”
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SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-14: Boy with dog in grass

There are all kinds of animals that live and that grow.
We are all animals—isn’t that so?

Discussing the Read-Aloud

10 minutes

What’s the Big Idea?
Animal Facts
• Have students show ‘thumbs-up’ and ‘thumbs-down’ to indicate
whether or not your statement about the group or kind of animal is
true.
• As needed, show students associated pictures in the Flip Book to help
them answer.
• Have students help you correct the statements that are not true.
“I want us to play the same game we played before. Remember,
show me ‘thumbs up’ if the thing I say is true about the animal and
show me ‘thumbs-down’ if it is not true about the animal.”
• Flip Book Page 1-1: Humans are animals.
• Flip Book Page 1-2: A butterfly has two thick legs and a trunk.
• Flip Book Page 1-2: A dolphin uses its paws to walk on the
ground.
• Flip Book Page 1-3: A dog has a furry body.
• Flip Book Page 1-7: A rabbit has two long ears that are used to
hear.
• Flip Book Page 1-8: Humans use their eyes to see like cats, dogs,
and gerbils.
• Flip Book Page 1-9: Pigs have wings and fly through the air.
• Flip Book Page 1-10: A shark uses its sharp teeth to chew its
food.
• Flip Book Page 1-11: Humans have arms to climb up a tree.
• Flip Book Page 1-13: A flamingo uses two skinny legs to stand.
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Name the Animal Body Part
SHOW FLIP BOOK PAGE 1-2: King penguins, chameleon, bottle-nose dolphin,

chimpanzee, elephant, monarch butterfly.

“I am going to point to some pictures in our book. When I point
to a picture, first tell me the name of the animal, then tell me the
body part. For example, I am pointing to the penguin’s beak in this
picture.”
• Flip Book Page 1-2: Point to the elephant’s legs
• Flip Book Page 1-2: Point to the butterfly’s wings
• Flip Book Page 1-2: Point to the chimpanzee’s hands
• Flip Book Page 1-3: Point to the dog’s tongue
• Flip Book Page 1-4: Point to the owl’s eyes
• Flip Book Page 1-5: Point to the elephant’s trunk
• Flip Book Page 1-6: Point to the bird’s beak
• Flip Book Page 1-7: Point to the rabbit’s ears
• Flip Book Page 1-8: Point to the cat’s eyes
• Flip Book Page 1-9: Point to a pig’s nose
• Flip Book Page 1-10: Point to the girl’s teeth
• Flip Book Page 1-11: Point to the koala’s arms
• Flip Book Page 1-12: Point to the chimp’s hands
• Flip Book Page 1-13: Point to a pink flamingo’s legs

Are You an Animal?
• Tell students that they are going to play a game and you want them to
do what you say.
“I want you to play a game with me. It’s kind of like ‘Simon Says.’
Listen carefully, and follow my directions.”
• If you are an animal, clap your hands.
• If you are an animal, blink your eyes.
• If you are an animal, stomp your feet.
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• If you are an animal, nod your head.
• If you are an animal, wiggle your nose.
• If you are an animal, open your mouth.
• If humans are animals, shout “hooray!”
• Finally, go around the group and ask each student if s/he is an animal.

Extension Activity
Animal Library
Teaching Tip

You may choose to make a “KnowWonder-Learn” chart with your
students. Make three columns on
chart paper. Label them “Know,”
“Wonder,” and “Learn.” Ask students
to help you fill out the first two
columns before you read the book
(e.g., list what they know about the
animal and what they wonder about
the animal). Fill out the final column
after you read the book.

Students will explore books in the Library Center. They will use the
covers and the interior pictures to find specific books and predict what
the books might be about.
• Explain to students that they are going to look at books and decide
what they are about.
• Show students the Library Center (or pile of books) that you have
prepared, including books about animals and books not about animals
(see Advance Preparation).
• Tell students you want them each to find a book about an animal.
Demonstrate how students should find such a book.

Teaching Tip

Conduct this activity in your Library
Center so that students learn to
work with books in a natural setting.
Talk about your Library Center and
how you organize the books so
students can read more about the
topic that they are listening to in
their read-alouds.

“Let’s each pick out a book that is about animals. How could we find
a book that is about animals? We can look at the cover of the book
to give us a clue. This book has animals on its cover. Let’s look inside
at the pictures on the pages to see if it is about animals.”
• Tell students to look at the books and choose one that is about an
animal.
• Go around to each student, asking how they chose their book.
“Why did you choose that book? How did you know that was about
animals? Why do you think there is a dolphin on the cover of your
book? What do you think that book will be about?”
• Hold up some of the books that are not about animals and ask
students why they did not choose those books.
“Why didn’t you choose this book? How did you know this book was
not about animals? What is on the cover of this book that tells you
it is about something different? What do you think you would learn
about from this book?”
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• Have students put the books back on the shelf.
• Tell students that you want them to help you find some specific books.
Based on the books in your classroom library, ask students to help you
find (for example), a book about kittens, a book about farm animals, a
book that shows where animals live, a book about what animals do at
night, etc. Explain how, if students had a question about animals, they
might look in these books to find the answer.
• Allow students sufficient time to explore the books and find the
specific books you mention. Encourage students to look at the front
cover and to turn the pages of the book to look at the pictures. Help
students orient the book properly and turn the pages from left to right.

Language Facilitation

Use the open questions strategy
to ask questions that have a variety
of possible answers (e.g., where,
what, how, and why questions).
Open questions allow students
to construct their own answers
and provide students a sense of
autonomy because they allow
students to use their own words to
respond.

• Have students choose a book for you to read aloud. Before reading,
have students think of some questions they have that the book might
answer.
• Using the open questions strategy, discuss the book with students as
you read.
“What do you want to learn more about when you read this book?
What kinds of animals are in this book? What do these animals look
like? Where do these animals live? How do these animals stay alive?
Why is this animal eating a leaf?”
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